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He stopped the free transfer of a federal

railroad to Alaska, exposed a timber indus-
try giveaway in the same state and shut
down a multi-billion tax break for the oil in-
dustry—to name a few battles won.

It was often said he saved taxpayers bil-
lions, yet he frequently appeared on ‘‘big
spender’’ lists put out by conservative
groups targeting lawmakers enamored of so-
cial spending and redistribution-of-wealth
tax policies.

He frequently got knocked down. He failed
to bar companies from replacing strikers
with permanent new hires; had little success
in his war against the insurance industry,
often fell short in bids to deny antitrust ex-
emptions to various concerns, including
baseball.

‘‘Howard Metzenbaum seemed to go out of
his way to antagonize business,’’ said Jack
Reimers, immediate past president of the
Ohio Chamber of Commerce, recalling
Metzenbaum’s Ohio Senate days. ‘‘He was
the opitome of the anti-business politician—
he thrived, savored and sought to be viewed
that way.’’

He infuriated colleagues too, making last-
ing enemies who waited for chances to tor-
pedo his bills. ‘‘One man’s pork is another
man’s building project,’’ noted one former
House member.

Rep. David L. Hobson, a Springfield Repub-
lican respected on both sides of the aisle,
said the senator from his home state never
opened a line of communication with him.

‘‘We don’t have any contract with Metzen-
baum—none,’’ said Hobson. ‘‘You know what
people say to me? ‘That’s Howard.’

CHAMPION OF CAUSES

When he joined the Senate majority in
1987, Metzenbaum was determined to show he
could legislate constructively. He compiled a
solid if unspectacular record of accomplish-
ment.

The Ohioan passed legislation forcing com-
panies to give workers 60 days notice of a
plant shutdown, ordering the food industry
to put nutrition labels on its products, and
making bankrupt companies honor their
pension commitments.

He was a burr under the saddle of the Na-
tional Rifle Association. He sponsored the
Brady handgun waiting-period law and co-
sponsored the assault weapons ban. He led
the successful fights to ban armor-piercing
bullets and guns that cannot be identified by
airport metal detectors.

He wrote the key age discrimination law
and was co-sponsor of the Civil Rights Act of
1991. He was one of Israel’s best friends on
Capitol Hill and a consistent voice for orga-
nized labor.

Sen. Ernest Hollings, a South Carolina
Democrat, angered by Metzenbaum’s inter-
ruptions during a debate, once referred to
him as ‘‘the senator from B’nai B’rith.’’

He championed laws for the smallest of
constituencies. He provided incentives for
drug manufacturers to develop ‘‘orphan
drugs’’ for treatment of rare diseases. Typi-
cal of Metzenbaum, when he discovered some
of the drug firms were reaping big profits, he
tried to trim back the incentives.

He won breakthrough federal funding for
Alzheimer’s research, watched out for mi-
grant workers, and was always protective of
America’s children. One of the last bills he
got enacted—and one of his proudest
achievements—will make it easier for cou-
ples to adopt a child from a different race.

His dedication to the wellbeing of children,
his adoration of Shirley, his delight in his
grandchildren—that was his softer side.

‘‘He is not the same man who came here 19
years ago. He had a chip on his shoulder. He
was demanding and impatient and wanted to

accomplish a lot,’’ said Johnson. ‘‘He
changed. He grew and matured.’’

BACK TO THE FUTURE

To this day, he thinks he could have defied
the Republican landslide and won re-election
this year, had he chosen to run again. But
even in semi-retirement, as president of the
Consumer Federation of America, he will be
in the face of the business interests he
fought for years.

Take one last look at his Senate office in
the Russell Building on Capitol Hill. It is a
revelation, nothing less than a small gallery
of contemporary art.

Instead of the tiresome grip-and-grin
photos with presidents and other luminaries,
the works of Red Grooms, Robert
Rauschenberg and Frank Stella—all Metzen-
baum intimates—are on display.

He and Shirley nurtured the artistic com-
munities in Washington and Cleveland.

His instincts for good art, a good deal, and
good politics seldom failed him.

He was prescient in his maiden Senate
speech. On April 10, 1974, he scolded his new
colleagues for their leisurely pace—for run-
ning an ‘‘elephantine government that
moves clumsily to set policy by reacting to
crisis.’’

‘‘The people pay a terrible price,’’ he said.
‘‘No wonder the people are angry—they have
a right to be.’’∑

f

CORRECTION

∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President,
yesterday while introducing the letter
from Col. William Barrett Travis, I
read from the wrong notes and mis-
stated the date of the Texans’ victory
at San Jacinto. March 2 is the birthday
of Sam Houston, the anniversary of the
signing of the Texas Declaration of
Independence, and the day we honor as
the birthday of our State. Of course,
the victory at San Jacinto occurred
the following month on April 21, 1836.∑
f

TEMPLE EMANU-EL

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, this
spring Temple Emanu-El in New York
City celebrates its sesquicentennial.
This vibrant house of worship is both
the largest Jewish congregation in the
world and the fountainhead of America
Reform Judaism.

Dr. Ronald Sobel, Temple Emanu-
El’s distinguished senior rabbi, has pre-
pared a brief history of this dynamic
temple which I believe will be of great
interest to Members of the Senate. I
ask that this history of Temple
Emanu-El be printed in the RECORD.

The history follows:
THE CONGREGATION: A HISTORICAL

PERSPECTIVE

(By Dr. Ronald B. Sobel, Senior Rabbi)

The Jewish historical experience is inex-
tricably interwoven with the history of
Western civilization. It is the story of a mi-
nority interacting reciprocally with large
complex societies and cultures. Therefore,
unlike the history of any other people or civ-
ilization, the historical experience of the
Jewish people cannot be viewed or analyzed
in isolation. In this respect there are no his-
torical analogs.

From the dawn of civilization in the an-
cient Near East to the post-industrial era of
our own time, Jews have been a part of and
remained apart from each circumstance en-

countered in history. They have created re-
sponsive forms appropriate to the cultures
and societies in which they have lived
throughout the globe for almost four thou-
sand years. The Jewish people became ex-
perts in creative adaptation.

However, there was and remains a single
constant amid the bewildering responses to
changing historical circumstances. The con-
stant is a concept of unity, the affirmation
that God is One and omnipotent. Commit-
ment to this idea of oneness in nature and
human nature did not breed repetitive con-
formity century after century, but rather
produced creative diversity generation after
generation. The concept of God’s unity al-
lowed the Jewish people to live, survive, and
create amid changing historical realities;
the concept of unity allowed for the diver-
sity necessary for survival. It was and re-
mains the mortar with which the Jewish
people have built their many houses among
many peoples.

The process of Jewish adaptation to the so-
ciety and culture of the United States has
been defined within the broader phenomenon
known as ‘‘Americanization.’’ It was a com-
plex process and the many methodologies
employed reflect the diversities of Jewish
life. The Jews who came to the United States
as immigrants defined their destiny as in-
separably bound to the well-being of all
Americans. They became passionate advo-
cates of the American experiment in democ-
racy.

Though the first Jews to arrive on these
shores came as early as 1654, it was not until
the mid-nineteenth century that sufficient
numbers of Jewish immigrants were present
to allow the forms and shapes of Americani-
zation to emerge. It was during that time
that Temple Emanu-El was founded. The
Jews who established Emanu-El, and those
who joined their ranks during the first dec-
ades of the Congregation’s existence, were
immigrants from Germany who sought to re-
orient themselves by adapting their individ-
ual lives and collective institutions to the
new environment of American civilization.
The congregation they created and the life-
styles they fashioned were only the most re-
cent chapter in a long history of creative ad-
aptation; what they accomplished was noth-
ing new in the Jewish historical experience.

From the very beginning the United States
provided a polity in which the freest Jewish
community the world has ever known was
able to develop and grow. It was, and re-
mains, within this unique experiment in de-
mocracy that Temple Emanu-El originated
and subsequently flowered to world promi-
nence.

It is useful to understand the nature of
Western European immigration to the Unit-
ed States in the nineteenth century in gen-
eral, and German Jewish immigration in par-
ticular, to grasp fully the origins of Temple
Emanu-El. The conservative reactions that
dominated Europe following the final defeat
of Napoleon created a climate wherein many
of the dreams set in motion by the Emanci-
pation and the French Revolution were con-
siderably constrained. The climate of rigid
conservatism inhibited liberal growth in re-
ligion, in politics, and in the social sphere.
After unsuccessful attempts to change that
conservative trend, many liberals, finding no
future in Europe, turned to America. They
came to these shores with the hope and
dream that in this land the preciousness of
personality would be cherished and the dig-
nity of individuality honored. Among those
who came from Western Europe in the late
1830s were the men and women who would
soon found Temple Emanu-El.

In September 1884, a ‘‘cultus verein’’ (cul-
tural society) was established on New York’s
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